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Point of Contact: Charlie Sobeck, MS 244-14, Ames Research Center,
Moffett Field, CA 94035, (415)694-4702 or FTS 464-4702
16,Abstract
The Astrometric Telescope Facility Systems Definition Study Report documents
the results of a 6-mon effort to define the basic goals and requirements of, and
identify a strawman design for a spaceborne telescope facility capable of the
detection and study of extrasolar planetary systems.
The study iterates the basic science rationale for Planetary Detection and
describes an astrometrlc measurement technique using a Ronchi ruling to extract
metric information. A strawman design, based on ground- and space-proven systems,
is presented using the Space Station as the telescope platform.
Volume 2 provides a detailed technical description of the strawman facility
and its requirements.
The study concludes that the detection of extrasolar planets is realizable
through astrometry, using current technology in a long-life Earth-orbiting
telescope.
17. KeyWords (Suggestedby Author(s))
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